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It has been my honor to serve as your 
Foundation President since 1998. In May I 
will be relieved by Mr. Bill Warner. Bill has 
excellent qualifications. He has been an 
active Member of the Foundation and 
served on the Executive Committee for 
three years. He is a venture-capital 
investor who co-founded Cache-Flow 
(network security company), and has held 
executive positions in high technology 
firms. Bill resides in Pebble Beach with his 
wife Anne and their two children. I am 
certain you will support Bill, as you have 



















four initiatives where the Foundation could 
help. One of our Founder Members, 
Donald Beall, has pledged $50,000 as  
a matching gift to help on the War  
on Terrorism Initiatives. Any financial 
assistance which you provide would  
be gratefully appreciated. Other ways that 
you could help are to recruit new Members 
for the Foundation, and to identify people  
to invite to our Monthly Briefs to 
learn more about the Naval Postgraduate 
School and the NPS Foundation. 
 
 






support to NPS. 
Last year, that 
support totaled 





donations from corporations. 
Raising unrestricted funds remains our biggest 
challenge, for they provide the flexibility to meet 
emerging needs at the School. The Foundation 
will be looking at organizational changes and 
staffing increases to promote greater emphasis 
on fund-raising. 
 
We are deeply grateful for any way you 
decide to support the Naval Postgraduate 
School. We stand ready to assist you when you 
desire to get more involved with the School, its 
students, and faculty. Thank you again for your 
generous support in the past. We are blessed 
with a committed Board of Trustees, outstanding 
staff and very generous Members. NPS is 
sincerely grateful for your help. 
 
 
ADM Henry H. Mauz, Jr. USN (Ret) 
President 
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 Awakened from a Deep Sleep: NPS Mural Uncovered 
 
NPS PAO Photographer Javier Chagoya  said it best in 
his Intranet blurb on March 7th: “After more than 50 
years, a painting that was a backdrop to both Hollywood 
and stage stars saw the light of day this week. The  
El Prado Dining Room, formerly the Bali Room of the 
Hotel Del Monte, holds a window to the past with its 
vibrantly-colored Balinese Dancers. During WWII,  
the likes of Bob Hope, Mickey Rooney, and Bing 
Crosby worked the room as USO show performances lit 
up the faces of young officers and sailors going off to 
war. Restoration efforts of the exquisite and technically- 
rare painting are in the works”.  
 
The mural is one of many painted for the Hotel by 
Carmel artist Moira Wallace  when she was just 23 years 
old in 1931. The mosaic of Balinese Dancers is the only 
remaining mural left from the Bali Room. More than 70 
murals were covered in white paint when the Navy took 
possession of the Hotel and made it the administrative 
center for NPS. Cognizant of the value of the art in the 
Hotel, NPS and NPSFI are partnering to recover and 
restore the mural and other works on the property.  
Because of our shared history, the Pebble Beach 
Company and its AT&T Pebble Beach Charities have 
generously agreed to make a significant financial 
contribution to help with restoration. 
The Southern Pacific Railroad’s Big Four – Stanford, 
Crocker, Hopkins and Huntington – built the Hotel Del 
Monte as a stop on the West Coast Line in 1880 and 
changed the face of California forever, especially on the 
Monterey Peninsula. From 1880 until 1943, the Hotel Del 
Monte was the primary hotel and precursor of what is 
now known as Pebble Beach Resorts. It attracted 
royalty, presidents, and business tycoons from around 
the world. Rebuilt after fires in 1887 and 1924, the Hotel 
that reopened in 1926 stands alone as the only known 
collaboration of architects Lewis Hobart and Clarence 















window frames, elaborate wrought -iron chandeliers and 
registers, painted ceilings throughout the lobby, and 
inlaid mosaic-patterned tiles on the stairs and ballroom 
fountain.  When Sam Morse  took over management of 
the Hotel and formed the Pebble Beach Company, he 
adopted the Lone Cypress in McCommas’ painting in  
the Hotel lobby the as the company’s logo, and launched 
America’s sports tourism industry. Three months before 
Pearl Harbor was attacked, Salvadore Dali threw his 
notorious “Night in a Surrealist Forest” gala in the Bali 
Room. After Pearl Harbor, Freddie Nagle’s orchestra 
broadcast the National Anthem to close the final New 
Year’s party in the Hotel’s golden era. The Navy  
requisitioned the property as a pre-flight training school 
with the onset of World War II, and later moved the 
Naval Postgraduate School from Annapolis to Monterey. 
 
When NPS received the prestigious award in 2005 from 
First Lady Laura Bush ’s Americas’ Treasures historic 
preservation program, the Navy committed to 
preservation and restoration of the original wings of the 
old Hotel, the grounds, and the buildings that comprise 
NPS campus. Steve Thompson, Historic 
Environmentalist for Naval Region South West, along 
with several hard-working Seabees, has uncovered a 
treasure trove of historic relics behind Stanley House, 
home of theNPS President. The archeological dig has 
uncovered artifacts representing three eras: from the 
original cobblestone roads over which horses and 
buggies carried Presidents, stars, and European 
Royalty; to an old rum bottle from the 1930s with an 
intact cork and two jiggers of rum remaining; to full clips 
of military rifle rounds used for salutes. Steve and his 
crew have recaptured the history of the Hotel Del Monte, 
just in time for Historic Preservation Month in May.  
 
NPSFI invites all interested in the art and history of this 
historic campus to come for a tour and get involved in 
the Foundation’s Historic Preservation Program.  
C. Vandenberg
 
Bob Hope entertains service personnel 
 in the Bali Room at NPS during WWII 
Photo of one of Wallace’s Balinese Dancers  
by Javier Chagoya 
 
           
          
      
Executive Director’s Corner  
 
This is my first 
message as  
NPS Foundation 
Executive Director. 
I would first like to 
thank David Bill for 
all the great work 
he has done for the 
Foundation in the 
previous three 
years. My goal is to 
carry his work to 
even higher levels. 
 
Great things are 
happening at the Naval Postgraduate School and the 
Foundation is working hard to support the School in 
several important ways. Our Strategic Plan for 2006-2009 
has been approved by the Board of Trustees. This Plan 
outlines our goals and the means to achieve them.  One 
key component of the Plan is our Membership Program.  I 
urge everyone to become a Member or renew their 
Membership, and therefore contribute directly to this great 
national resource. 
 
 As of December, NPS has a new President. RDML 
Richard Wells took over from RDML Pat Dunne.  Dick 
has been here before and is very supportive and 
enthusiastic about the School. Unfortunately his interim 
term is completed this June. However, if you get an 
opportunity to vi sit the School or come to one of our 
Quarterly Events, you will have a chance to meet and talk 
with RDML Wells.  
 
Our Founders’ dinner on February 3rd was a huge success. 
We had over 100 in attendance, including students.  Dick 
Wells gave an overview of all that is being accomplished  
at NPS. He was followed by a very inspirational talk on the 
War on terrorism by Professor John Arquilla. 
 
In late February, the Foundation helped sponsor a series  
of talks by Dr. Reinhard Selten, the Nobel Laureate who  
 
shared the prize in 1994 with John Nash. His work is on 
game theory and is applicable to parlor games as well as 
to military and economic situations.  We had over 80 
people in attendance. 
 
In mid-March, Dr. Ravi Vaidyanathan and some of his 
thesis students demonstrated and discussed their 
Innovative Micro-Robotic Research. It was a fascinating 
Quarterly Event. 
 
We are currently planning our next Quarterly Event for 
May 31st. At these events we expose our Members to 
the many programs occurring at NPS. We hope that you 
can join us in May and at future events and bring your 
neighbors and friends. It is through our Members’ 
networking that we can reach our goal of 2000 Members 
by the School’s 100th anniversary in 2009. 
 
Each month we hold a briefing about the School and the 
Foundation, followed by a short, informal lunch with NPS 
and NPSFI leaders. Our goal is to inform as many in the 
community as possible of the tremendous activities that 
are going on at the School. If you know of someone that 
would be interested in attending one of these briefings, 
please contact us so we can invite them.  
 
The Foundation Staff changed at the end of 2005 when 
our Director of Development, Tara Mueller, left to follow 
her husband to Surface Warfare Department Head 
School in Newport. Cindy Vandenberg was promoted to 
Director of Communication and Development but left at 
the end of March to assume the position of Director of 
Marketing at the Sunset Center in Carmel. We wish both 
Tara and Cindy the best. Mindy Prouty has 
come aboard as Director Membership Programs. 
Welcome aboard, Mindy. 
 
Thank you again for your faithful and generous support 
for the School and the Foundation. We appreciate very 
much all that you do for this worthy undertaking.  
 
RADM Merrill Ruck , USN (Ret)  
mwruck @nps.edu
Matching Gift Opportunity 
 
Mr. Don Beall and the Beall Family Foundation have offered matching funds of $50,000 for support of proposed 
initiatives in the Global War on Terror. Dr. John Arquilla of the NPS Defense Analysis Department has outlined four 
initiatives:  
 
§ Understanding Terrorist Mindsets  
§ International Civil Affairs Network (ICAN)  
§ Strategic Foreign Study Groups  
§ Data Mining with Hackers  
 
Your help with any of these initiatives would be greatly appreciated and make a difference in strengthening  
our nation’s defense against terrorists. For more information please contact RADM Ruck in the Foundation office. 
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Breakfast among Overachievers: Roger Clemens Visits NPS 
 
When Roger Clemens--seven-time Cy Young Award Winner, 
member of the 4000 strikeout club, and undeniably one of the best 
Major League Pitchers of all time--calls you a hero, you can take it as 
fact. 
 
NPS Foundation Founder Member Gary Laughlin invited a few 
friends to breakfast in the El Prado Dining Room in December. The 
group was here to play golf at Pebble Beach and wanted to meet 
some NPS Students.  Among those who went through the cafeteria 
line in the El Prado Dining Room were MLB Pitcher Roger Clemens, 
Giff Nelson (former Houston Oilers Quarterback and Sports Director 
for KHOU in Houston) Paul Sarvadi (President and CEO of 
Administaff with his Executive Committee) RDML Richard Wells, 
NPSFI Trustee Bill Warner, RADM Merrill Ruck, RADM Jim Greene , 
NPS Students, and NPSFI Staff. A total of 20 people gathered around 
the table to enjoy fine Navy cuisine and hear Students’ accounts of 
their experiences in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 
Army Captain Aaron Luck recounted his experience in Iraq:  “We realized 
that we had to find some way to show that we were people, just like the Iraqis 
were, while basically being an occupying army.  One thing that all Iraqis had 
in common was the sport of soccer.  It’s like baseball or football here in the 
US.  The only problem was that the equipment they had was horrible.  We 
figured that if we could get a good supply of soccer balls, we could give them 
to Iraqi kids when we visited their small villages: a nice little gesture that 
would last longer than the hard candy or treats that most of my soldiers 
carried with them to give to Iraqi children. 
  
So, I contacted several folks in the US, the largest a group called Midwest 
MOMs, which was started by a mother of one of my soldiers.  Between those 
mothers, an article written in a college newspaper in Hawaii, and several 
other internet postings that arose from those, I got somewhere around 400 or 
so soccer balls sent to me in Iraq.   
  
We'd keep a handful of these balls in our 
vehicles when we went on various 
patrols in villages, usually making sure that we took some on our first trip to a new 
location.  Toward the end of our stay in the village, we'd toss a few soccer balls out 
to the children in the village and then watch them play awhile.  On some visits, if 
the security situation was good, I'd let some of the soldiers strip off their combat 
gear and they'd play a pick-up game of soccer with the local teenagers and men 
that were willing.  I rarely saw any non-smiling faces on either side during those 
little pickup games.   
  
We never thought that playing soccer with the locals was going to win the War or 
stop the insurgency, or even catch the bad guys; but we looked at it as a positive 
chance to show that we were people like they were, that we had the same feelings, 
that we had some things in common.  Since we were dealing with the children, 
maybe it would shape their opinions later in life about Americans.” 
 
Nine students were at the table, each of whom had similar, fascinating stories to 
tell. After breakfast, Clemens stood, said that it was “an honor to visit this great 




From left: Bill Warner, Merrill Ruck, Gary Laughlin, 
Roger Clemens, Jim Greene 
 
Cpt Maria Vedder loves baseball! 
 
Roger Clemens  
with Capt Mike Mullins, USMC 
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Nobel Laureate Dr. Reinhard Selten Comes to NPS
 
Academics from Stanford, Cal, UC Santa Cruz, CSUMB, Lawrence Livermore 
Laboratory, and beyond gathered at NPS to hear Nobel Laureate Reinhard Selten 
speak on February 28. One of the founders of game theory and experimental 
economics, Selten shared the Nobel Prize in 1994 with John Nash and John C. 
Harsanyi. Local high school math students who attended were interested in 
Selten’s fascinating insights about game theory in business, and how it can help 
explain biological evolution.  
 
“Game theory is the mathematical study of situations of conflict of interest. As such, 
it is applicable to parlor games (hence the name – game theory), but also to 
military and economic situations…Game theory studies three general phases in the 
process of [competitors’] interactions: the choice of strategies, the formation of 
coalitions, and bargaining within coalitions.” (Guillermo Owen, “Game Theory,” 
Encyclopedia of Applied Ethics, Volume 2, 1998, pp. 357) 
 
NPS Mathematics Professor Tom Housel coordinated the visit. “In military and 
homeland-defense contexts, game theory can be used to identify the potential 
strategies which competitors will use and potential coalitions among competitors who 
may threaten the USA and its forces abroad. As such, it provides a practical method 
for making quick assessments and adjustments as we learn more about our adversaries and the potential strategies  
which they might use to gain competitive advantages. This provides our military and homeland-defense planners to 
develop bargaining positions, prepare for the most-likely threats, and seek the most-likely coalition partners. The 
approach is also useful in avoiding conflicts (or establishing ways to cooperate in post conflict situations) by finding 
creative ways to design rules by which all players can abide and receive mutually-beneficial outcomes,” said Housel. 
 
Dr. Selten stayed on campus for a week, giving lectures to students and faculty about game theory in Kosovo, and more 
in-depth applications with regard to research and the military. This visit was made possible in part by a grant to NSPFI 
from AT&T Pebble Beach Charities.          C. Vandenberg 
 
NPS Faculty Spotlight: Professor Tom Housel 
 
NPS Professor of Mathematics Dr. Tom 
Housel, the 100th Founder Member of 
NPSFI, initiated collaboration between 
the Foundation’s Speaker Program and 
XVionics (NPSFI Corporate Member)  to 
bring Nobel Laureate Reinhard Selten to 
NPS this year. Dr. Housel intends to 
keep the momentum going and plans to 
make talks from Nobel Laureates a 
regular part of the NPS educational 
experience. 
 
Housel specializes in valuing intellectual capital, tele-
communications, information technology, value-based business-
process reengineering, and knowledge-value measurement. He is 
currently a tenured Full Professor in the Information Sciences 
(Systems) Department. His areas of teaching include: information 
technology for homeland-defense, decision support systems, 
knowledge management, electronic business, telecommunications, 
and reengineering. His current research focuses on the use of “Real 
Options” models in identifying, valuing, maintaining, and exercising 
options in military decision making. Prior to joining NPS, he was a 
Research Fellow at the Center for Telecommunications 
Management, and Associate Professor at the Marshall School of 
 
Business at the University of Southern California. Tom has 
been the Chief Business Process Engineer for Pacific Bell, 
where he completed numerous reengineering projects and 
developed a new objective method for measuring the value-
added by reengineering.  His last assignment in the corporate 
world was as the Chief of Consumer Market Research for 
Telecom Italia in Venice, Italy where he developed new 
methods for predicting the adoption rates for new interactive 
multimedia broadband applications. He is Managing Partner for 
Business Process Auditors, a firm that specializes in training 
Big Six consultants, large manufacturing and service companies 
in the Knowledge Value-Added methodology for objectively 
measuring the return generated by corporate knowledge 
assets/intellectual capital.  
He received his Ph.D. from the University of Utah in 1980. He 
won the prestigious Society for Information Management award 
for best paper in the field in 1986. His work on measuring the 
value of intellectual capital has been featured in a Fortune cover 
story (October 3, 1994) and Investor’s Business Daily, 
numerous books, professional periodicals, and academic 
journals (most recently in the Journal of Intellectual Capital, Vol 
2, 2005). His latest books include: Measuring and Managing 
Knowledge and Global Telecommunications Revolution: The 
Business Perspective by McGraw-Hill (both in 2001).  
 
Dr. Reinhard Selten 
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Founder Dinner a Huge Success 
 
NPSFI Founder Members gathered at the President’s Annual Founders’ Dinner 
to honor our 100 Founder Members. The Dinner was held in the Barbara 
McNitt Ballroom in historic Herrmann Hall. Our guest speaker was John 
Arquilla, Professor of Policy and Strategy in the Defense Analysis Programs. 
John spoke about the Global War on Terror and introduced four initiatives as 
key areas where NPS could make real 
and near-term contributions,  
and do so more rapidly than any other 
educational defense institution. NPSFI 
will focus on raising over $500,000 by 
July 30, 2006 to assist in funding these 
initiatives. 
 
There were 13 students present at the event who were recognized as being 
exceptional representatives of the Naval Postgraduate School. Bob Kavner, one  
of our distinguished Founder Members was also recognized with a green tie for  
his continuing support of the Naval Postgraduate School; Bob has given in excess  
of $50,000 to NPSFI  
 





NPSFI Student Member’s Point of View 
 
Every once a while in a Navy career, an opportunity comes along that goes a 
long way to remedy all the months spent out at sea, far away from your family. 
For me, that opportunity has come at the Naval Postgraduate School in 
Monterey. After spending the last fourteen-odd years as a pilot in the cockpit of 
an FA-18 Hornet, I’ve been able to spend the last year and a half as a full-time 
graduate student. In that time, my fellow officers and I, including representatives 
from all five uniformed military services of the United States as well as from 
approximately forty other nations, have had the opportunity to focus all of our 
time and energy on academic endeavors. 
  
The great thing about NPS, however, is that the academics in which most of us 
are involved are not stale exercises only for purposes of expanding our 
knowledge and understanding. We work with relevant and critical issues 
pertaining to our national security (with the top people in their fields) ranging in 
subjects from defeating transnational terrorist networks to using non-lethal 
weapons technologies to limit collateral damage in war. 
 
The wonderful opportunity that is NPS has been made all the better for me by my 
Membership in the NPS Foundation. Through the Foundation I have had the 
opportunity to meet countless other Members, supporters, and interested civilians in the area. I have related my 
experiences over Iraq and Afghanistan, and been able to hear about the perspective and perceptions of those here on the 
home front. It has also afforded a number of special experiences for me, including getting to meet future Hall of Famer 
Roger Clemens, and seeing some of the most beautiful cars in the world at the McCall Motorworks. 
 
The Foundation makes one of the best deals in the Navy an even better one. The products of its efforts are visible  
on campus every day. Putting Monterey in our rear view mirror this June will be among our most painful departures. 
Thanks for the support!   
 
LCDR Andy Kessler, USN 
 
 
Founder Member Sandy  Laughlin  
with Maj Justin Dunne, USMC 
Professor John Arquilla  
with Maj Lawrence “Hank” Henry, USA  
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NPSFI Founder Member Spotlight: Peter Blackstock 
 
“Bored” is not a word you would  
use to describe NPSFI Founder Member 
Peter Blackstock. One of the 
Foundation’s most active and generous 
supporters, he personifies the ideal- that 
business and personal success in 
America is possible for those willing to 
work for it.  
 
Born in Brooklyn and raised in New 
Jersey, Mr. Blackstock joined the Army 
and served in Vietnam before moving to 
California to work for the Ford Motor 
Company in the late 1960s. Blackstock 
now owns some of the most successful 
auto dealerships in California, including 
the award-winning Victory Toyota and 
Lexus of Monterey. 
  
In addition to being actively involved at NPS, Peter 
Blackstock is a well-known philanthropist in the local 
community. He has served in leadership roles for 
organizations ranging from a Congressional Advisory 
Board, to the Boys and Girls Club, local schools and 
school districts, Monterey Bay Sports Council, 
animal and environmental protection groups, 
Hospice, Special Olympics and more.  
 
Generous, civic-minded community leaders 
like Peter Blackstock are key to a nonprofit 
organization’s success. In support of NPS, 
Mr. Blackstock was one of NPSFI’s first 
Founder Members and attends numerous 
School events. He is an enthusiastic 
participant in NPSFI’s GHW Bush CVN-77 
program and has donated two Lexus 
automobiles for the hole-in-one contest at the 
Golf Tournament in August.  
 
“As US citizens, it’s important for us to support 
those who serve our country and protect our 
freedom. Without our freedom, we have no country,” 
Blackstock said. “I appreciate what our military leaders 
do -- they get a lot of criticism, but defend our right to 
criticize. NPS plays a vital role in shaping future US and 
International leaders, and I’m pleased to be part of that.” 
 
 
ADM Mauz Honored  
by Monterey County Business Council 
 
Everyone on the Monterey Peninsula was aware of the devastating impact 
that the closure of NPS would have on businesses here. That’s why it was 
time to celebrate success and survival at the Monterey County Business 
Council’s 10th Anniversary Gala at Spanish Bay in early February.  
 
NPSFI President ADM Mauz, Member of the California Council for Base 
Support and Retention, was one of the guests of honor at the event. Leon 
Panetta , Panetta Institute for Public Policy and co-chair of the California 
Council for Base Support and Retention; Sam Farr, U.S. Representative, 
California, 17th District; Fred Meurer, Monterey City Manager; and Fred 
Cohn, Deputy Monterey City Manager, rounded out the team that worked 
hard to keep NPS off of the closure list. 
 
ADM Mauz thanked everyone involved for helping to preserve both NPS and 
the Defense Language Institute, and urged continued involvement in the 
exciting collaboration between the two schools brought about by the BRAC 
process. Each Member of the team was presented with a beautiful crystal 
award, engraved: In Appreciation for Your Outstanding Contribution To 






           
Spring 2006        Page 8   
        
 
 
LT Guilford displays his medals 
   
NPS Student Member Wins in Judo Competition 
 
LT Shane Guilford won a Bronze medal 
in the individual competition and a Gold 
medal in the team competition at the 3rd 
Annual Pan American Masters Judo 
Championship in Northglenn, CO, Nov. 
19-20. The competition is the premier 
international judo event for Masters Judo 
Athletes (over 30 years of age) in North, 
Central, and South America 
 
He competed in the 35-39 year old, 81 Kg 
(178 lbs) Division.  After his first matches, 
LT Guilford was invited to join a team of 
players from Brazil and Canada and 
Florida.  The team was made up of 5 
people ranging in age from 33 to 45 and 
from 66Kg to +100Kg. He faced Scott 
Moore, the Paralympic champion the 
second day in the team competition.  
Guilford put up a good fight, he was the only  
person in the tournament that Moore 
faced and did not throw for a full point.  
Moore threw Guilford twice, each for a 
half a point, to win the match. 
 
A Brown Belt in Judo, Guilford was 
granted a waiver to compete at this Black 
Belt level tournament.  His two wins on 
the first day of competition were against a 
3rd degree Black Belt and a 5th degree 
Black Belt. 
 
"It was an honor to be allowed to 
participate in the Pan American Masters 
Judo Championship,” Guilford said. “I 
couldn't have done it without the support 
of the NPS Foundation.  I was proud to 
represent them and the U.S. Navy on the 




NPS Alumni’s Apollo 11 Story De-Classified
 
A standing-room only crowd filled the Borders Express  
in Monterey on a rainy Saturday in January. CAPT CJ 
Herron, NPS Director of Institutional Advancement, 
presented a Distinguished Alumni Award to CAPT  
Sam Houston, 
USN (Ret) at a 
collaborative tribute 




R. Hansen.  
 
Houston received 
his Master of 
Science Degree in 
Aerological Engineering in 1953 and taught at NPS until 
1955. Houston’s amazing story was declassified 
recently, and NPS PAO reporter Barbara Hoenegger 
wrote about it for DOMAIN Magazine; even so, it was a 
well kept secret until the event at Borders. The audience 
was captivated by Houston’s heroic story of how he and 
Air Force Captain Hank Brandli “used Corona Satellite  
 
 
weather data to leverage an eleventh hour change  
in the splashdown  






their lives and the 
US space 




story on our 
website at www.npsfoundation.org/apollo11/pdf). Capt 
Brandli joined the event remotely via video and 
congratulated Houston on his award. 
 
Biographer James R. Hansen, NPS NRO Chair and 
former Astronaut CAPT Dan Bursch, and Sam 
Houston signed more than 100 books bought by excited 





CAPT Sam Houston, USN (Ret)  
and CAPT CJ Herron 
 
James R. Hansen, Alan Richmond,  
CAPT Dan Bursch, and CAPT Sam Houston 
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Jim Greene’s Tips for Planned Giving 
 
 
In past articles in this Newsletter, Foundation Board 
Member Ken Peterson has discussed a number of 
planned giving avenues available to lend support to the 
Naval Postgraduate School Foundation (NPSFI). As 
Chairman of the Planned Giving Committee of NPSFI,  
I thought I would explore Ken’s advice further and see 
where it led. Who better than the Chairman to be a 
planned giving guinea pig! I was pleasantly surprised at 
what I found. 
 
By way of background, I am a 
retired Naval Officer and am 
currently on Faculty at the Naval 
Postgraduate School (NPS). My 
wife Susan and I have long 
been supporters of NPS and are 
Founder Members of NPSFI. 
We believe strongly in the 
mission of NPS to educate 
future military and civilian 
leaders of our nation in an 
academic setting that strongly 
promotes interaction among all 
our armed forces. In addition, the 
presence on campus of 
international students from over 
60 allied-nations presents an extraordinary opportunity 
for coalition building at a grass roots level that will serve 
our Nation well, as these students advance through the 
ranks and assume leadership roles in their respective 
nations. This makes NPS unique as a national 
institution. We are pleased to be able to help NPSFI 
enhance the student educational experience through 
financial and equipment support and want to commit to 
that support continuing for the long term.  With that in 
mind, we found the gifting mechanism of the Charitable 
Remainder Trust (CRT) well suited to our situation. 
Here’s how it works. 
 
Ken Petersen’s previous article outlined the potential 
benefits of a CRT as follows: 
1. a substantial charitable gift to NPSFI 
2. increased hassle-free income  
3. a significant current income tax deduction 
4. avoidance of tax on the sale of appreciated assets 
5. removal of the appreciated assets from exposure 
to estate tax. 
 
We were able to take advantage of all these benefits. 
We established a version of CRT called a Charitable 
Remainder Unitrust (CRUT) which pays an annual 
income to us on a selected fixed percent (nominally 5% 
to 6%) of the asset value by transferring highly 
appreciated and low income-producing stock assets to 
the CRUT.  The assets in the 
CRUT were then sold, with no 
capital-gains tax, and reinvested in 
higher income producing assets.  
In a very simple process and short 
time frame, the CRUT was set up 
with the advice and assistance of 
a local attorney at nominal cost 
and we retained the role as trustee 
of the CRUT.  
 
We also found ourselves in a 
situation with significant “windfall” 
income this year and were looking 
for offsetting tax deductions.  The 
CRUT did this as well—and 
substantially. For example, a 
$100,000 gift can generate up to 
approximately a $48,000 tax deduction in the year of 
giving. This number can vary greatly depending on a 
number of variables such as age of the donor, percent 
payout selected, term of the trust, number of lives 
included (own or spouse also). Your attorney/financial 
advisor will have software that can run the numbers for 
you in an instant to cover any situation.  It is important to 
know that a CRUT, once put in place, is irrevocable but it 
can be set up to enable change of the beneficiaries 
selected. Once the donor(s) are deceased, the assets of 
the CRUT pass to the beneficiaries. 
 
For Susan and me, the CRUT proved to be a very 
effective financial-planning tool and we were able to 
assure our long-term commitment to the goals of the 
NPSFI. As with any estate/financial-planning decision, 
consult with your attorney or financial advisor to see if a 
CRUT might work for you as well. For more information, 
contact RADM Merrill Ruck at the Foundation.  
 







For more information on Planned Giving, visit our website at http://www.npsfoundation.gift-planning.org/ 
Newlyweds Jim and Susan Greene 
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NPS and NPSFI Awards for Academic Excellence  
 
RADM Merrill Ruck recently presented the March 
NPSFI awards for Excellence: the Richard W. 
Hamming Faculty Award for Interdisciplinary 
Achievement, the Lieutenant Commander David L. 













Technical Director in the MOVES Institute, received the 
Richard W. Hamming Award.  Brutzman instructs and 
advises several students across disciplines: Computer 
Science, Meteorology and Oceanography, Mechanical 
Engineering, and Operations Research.  His research 
activities are equally expansive in engaging faculty and 
students across various fields of study.  Perhaps most 
telling, he continues to promote Dr. Hamming's 
intellectual challenges to NPS students by conducting a 
seminar 
course each 
year in which 
the students 




at NPS in the 





Williams Outstanding Professor Award is presented to 
the faculty Member of the School of International 
Graduate Studies who has demonstrated great 
dedication to the learning and intellectual growth of 
students, had impact on individual students and on the 
course as a whole.  This quarter’s recipient, Dr. Jessica 
Piombo, Assistant Professor, National Security Affairs 
Department, has shown excellence and commitment to 
the mission of NPS through service, teaching and 
research. As the Academic Associate for Regional 
Studies she successfully secured certification for NPS  
as a site of Advanced Civil Schooling for all areas of 
concentration in the Army FAO program. She is a 
committed teacher and mentor of students. 
   
The Gary Kildall Computer Science Award is presented 
to a recent graduate of NPS whose thesis work has 
demonstrated 
greatest impact 
and value for 
US defense and 
security through 
computing.  The 
award is 
presented in 
honor of Gary 
Kildall, the 
NPS professor 
known as father 
of the personal 
computer 
operating-system. 
This is a new award and the first recipient is Capt 
Stephen R. Brand, USMC. Capt Brand is studying in 
the Network Track of the Computer Science curriculum.  
His thesis work was on “A Software-based Link Layer 
Protocol for Mobile Ad Hoc Data Networking in Support 
of Small Tactical Units Using the SINCGARS Radio.  
After graduation he will report to Marine Corps Systems 

















the Republic of Armenia for academic performance 
evaluated in terms of overall scholarly achievement. Mr. 
Abelyan is an aide to the Minister of Defense of the 
Republic of Armenia, studying National Security Affairs 
in the Russia/CIS/Eastern Europe Regional Studies 
Curriculum.  His thesis work was on “Russia’s National 
Interests in the Transcaucasus and the US Policy: 
Implications for Armenian National Security.”  After 




NPS President RDML Richard Wells 
presented the Kildall Award to  
Capt Stephen R. Brand, USMC 
Professor Brutzman  
and his family 
Jim and Tina Heldman with  
Lt Gen Robert Ord with and Armen Abelyan  
 
President Wells congratulates  
Dr. Jessica Piombo   
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Change of Command 
 
RDML Richard H. Wells assumed leadership of the Naval Postgraduate 
School at a change of command ceremony held on Friday, December 16, 
following the school’s quarterly commencement. 
RDML Wells previously served as Superintendent of NPS from May 2000 to 
September 2000.  He retired from the Navy in June 2001.  For a full bio see 
the NPS webpage at http://www.nps.navy.mil/admin/00bio.htm.  
RDML Wells relieved RDML Patrick W. Dunne , who served as the school’s 





Robots that Save Lives 
 
On March 14, 2006 NPSFI featured an NPS project with 
big implications for the future at the third quarterly event 
for NPS Foundation Members. Dr. Ravi Vaidyanathan, 
who has been featured in the Monterey County Herald 
and on the Military Channel, moderated a presentation 
on “Pioneering Research in Micro Robotics.” Dr. 
Vaidyanathan explained that his group of thesis students 
had teamed up with The University of Florida, Case 
Western University, and BioRobots LLC to develop a 
Morphing Micro Air – Land Vehicle (MMALV).   
 
“MMALV will unite state-of-
the-art technologies in flying 
and legged robotics to provide 
superior reconnaissance for 
concept of employment 
(CONEMP) activities. MMALV 
will have a wingspan under 
12”, weigh less than 1lb, and 
be capable of flying more than 
one mile to a target area. 
Upon landing it will morph into terrestrial vehicle to crawl 
around a target area. Furthermore, MMALV will be able 
to regain flight after landing on a high position such as a 
building, thus delivering maximum intelligence and 
surveillance to the warfighter. MMALV will revolutionize 
intelligence gathering in the field by equipping UAV 
operators at all levels with an immediate response 
disposable reconnaissance and surveillance vehicle. 
The tiny wingspan combined with the ability to morph its 
shape for land locomotion will provide MMALV with a 
level of mobility well beyond present day reconnaissance 
vehicles.” 
 
ENS Tom Dunbar, USN, demonstrated 
a model of an amphibious robot to detect 
underwater mines. Some of the guests 
had a chance to try out their operating 
skills when ENS Dunbar handed over 
the controls! This was a fun and 
intriguing event which showed NPSFI 
guests that there are many cutting edge 
projects taking place at NPS. 
 
 
Pictured are Team Leader Dr. Ravi Vaidyanathan (middle), Capt Rob Bledsoe, USMC (Communications and 
Intelligence) (far left), and Josh Kiihne  (Control Systems) working in their lab in Halligan Hall.  
 
Not pictured; Maj. James Pluta, USMC (Control Systems Team),  
Maj. Shawn McCamish, USAF, Ph.D. (Control Systems Team),  
Lt. James Turner, USN (Fabrication Team) 
Ens. Tom Dunbar, USN (Fabrication Team) 




           
Spring 2006        Page 12   
        
 
 
NPSFI Calendar – Save These Dates! 
  
Thu 30 March Happy Hour / Trident Room 1600-1800 
Wed 19 April Information Brief / PCR 10:00-12:30 
Wed17 May Information Brief / PCR 10:00-12:30 
Mon 29 May Concert on the Lawn 
Wed31 May Quarterly Event 
Tue 6 June Awards Ceremony 1500 
Mon 12 June Finals Week 
Thu 15 June Alumni Reception (After Grad Rehearsal) 
Fri 16 June Graduation 
Thu 27 June New Student Orientation 
Thu 13 July Happy Hour  / Trident Room 1600-1800 
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